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Meeting Minutes
	LOCATION: 
	DDS - Library 

	Hosted:
	In Person and Virtually

	Date: 
	18-Sept-2024

	Attendees: 
	Jennifer Drews, Monique Koleyak, Heather McKay, Monica Nartley, Morgan Caswell, Kat Thompson, Somar (Sam Grade 3), Sharon Derdall, Sarah F. (Grade 1), Heather (Grade 3), Danielle Bertrand, Heidi Giesbrecht, Kathleen (Kindergarten), Kelly Robertson, Trish (Parker’s mom, Grade 4)

	Time: 
	6:06 pm 

	
	


CALL TO ORDER
Jennifer (co-chair) called to order the DDS School Council meeting at 6:06 pm.

ROLL CALL
Monique conducted a roll call. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING
Approval of May Minutes seconded by: Monica. The minutes were approved as read.
For parents’ information: Previous minutes are on the DDS website under Get Involved/School Council

School Update
Residencies
· Started SOGO residency this week
· SOGO is a run and seek activity using maps to find things outside
· includes exercising moves (i.e., planks and mountain climbers)
· Trickster Theatre residency starts after spring break 
· possibly on a Thursday evening/Friday morning – schedule TBD
· selection based on receiving artistry grant 
· classroom discussion: “How you care for the Earth you love?” 
· each class decides on their answer and using creative arts will show their answer through storytelling (i.e., puppet shows, etc.)
· Grants are based on feedback and DDS used a grant writer
· High equity area (socio-economic, languages spoken, DD is not an high equity school)
2024-25 Registration Update
· Projected vs. Actuals as of September 18th
· projected: ~385 students
· actuals: 371 students
· decrease may affect funding but are working with the senior administration, aiming to save current funding for school year as is
· if students register and attend after Sept 30 date, an increase to funding will not happen
Grade 3 / 4 split discussion
· a total of 2 classes with a teacher 
· within a larger room that has the ability to split with a moveable wall
· each teacher (Mrs. Koehler and Mrs. Krieger) has a split grade 3 / 4 group of students
· during certain subjects, i.e., math and science, grade 3s would head to another location to be taught grade 3 level math and science and vice versa. 
· whereas other subjects, i.e., literacy, both grades would stay combined as they are taught within small table cohorts
· currently ~80 grade 3s and 66 grades 4s
· Grade 3: 26 to 29 students per class (3 additional classes) for grade 3 is too large to make a small enough class size, the issue was not enough teachers for coverage
· Grade 4: 33 students per class (2 additional classes) for grade 4s was too larger, whereas 22 students per class (3 additional classes) for grade 4s was better, there was not enough teachers or funding to cover teachers 
· priority was given to provide smaller class sizes after offering larger (30+) classes last school year
· not enough teachers to cover 3-4 additional Grade 3 classes and 3 additional Grade 4 classes (DDS prefers class sizes under 28)
· DDS would require approx. 7+ new teachers to cover additional classes
Kindness in the Classroom Learning
· research based emotional support class 
· first theme being learnt is Respect
· respecting classmates, respecting others
· discussing ‘what respect looks like’
· builds connections
· administration, during assemblies, discusses common language that can be used across the grades, whereas teachers discuss language suitable to grade levels

OPEN Business
General Account Balance: $18,787.21
· 2024-25 spending ~$11,200.00 between council & school projects
· Council Projects (approximations):
· $1,100 – Reserve, $1,400 – Community Cares Fund, $500.00 – Staff Appreciation
(i) Community Cares Fund helps individuals that need a boost – grocery GC, deaths, challenging life events
(ii) If a family cannot support their child’s learning/needs (i.e., winter clothing, meals, etc.), please contact Mrs. McKay for support
· School Projects (approximations):
· $4,000 – Literacy, $1,000 – Fee Subsidy for Field Trips, $500.00 – Science Consumables, $2,700.00 – Teacher Classroom supplies
(i) Literacy funds are used to provide updated manuals for educational purposes and go towards supplying classroom book collections in the hallways 

Updates
Fun Committee 
· Dances
· themed dances (Family Movie Night, Silent Disco, Costume) ideas needed
· no Halloween dance due to parent/teacher conferences, available Friday PD days, and Halloween is a Thursday this year – scheduling conflicts
· Fall Dance: November 28 instead of October due to parent/teacher conferences
· Monica to lead Fall dance planning
· theme needed – suggested Winter Carnival or some winter theme
(i) looking for input and will need input on getting volunteers to help with events, including dances
· not doing Fall fundraiser due to too much pressure on parents and the community
(i) may look at increasing the cost of food to put towards funding Community Cares fund or other school costs (iPads/Chromebook)
· plan on colder weather
(i) coat rack and boots/shoe storage
· Event ideas
· movie in the Park for Spring, Movie nights in the gym
· get Halloween treats after Halloween to keep costs down
· Question: Will there be a winter coat collection drive?
· drive may look different this year
· inform Parent Council for coats/winter gear if needed – free
· Parent Council to social media posts to inform school/parents to contact Mrs. McKay or Parent Council with discretion to receive support
· Staff/Teacher Appreciation
· 1st Staff Appreciation Planned – October 24th
· Teacher Appreciation – December 18th – 21st
· soups/sandwiches – signup genius to be used to help supply teachers with food
· holiday baking for the teachers – will be looking for volunteers
· volunteer form will be sent home with students
· Staff Appreciation – Planned – March 13th 
· Spring Dance – May TBD
· Staff Appreciation – May TBD
· Food Truck Evening – June TBD
· Volunteers needed for Fun Committee Callout
· don’t need ePIC/Police clearance
Fundraising Committee
· Read-a-Thon still a-go this year
· last year brought in a larger amount
· Looking to get charitable status
· DDS would be able to receive larger donations
· Bottle drives will be hosted during conferences, as well as at dances

Other Business
Crosswalk Safety
· Sun positioning blinding drivers
· one factor of drivers not seeing students and parents walking across the road
· 2 crosswalks also a concern, along with the lighted crosswalk on Douglasdale Blvd. and Douglas Park Blvd. 
· Douglasdale Blvd and Douglas Ridge Green 
· Douglas Park Blvd and 100 Douglas Park View 
· both are outside of the school zone
· equally important for student and individual safety
· Need parents/residents to petition for these crosswalks to gain attention by the police
· Safety Patrols 
· initiating a ‘Snow Angel’ type program for the DDS community through social media
· Monica to lead to see if we can pilot a program in the morning before winter
· DDS to show a crosswalk safety video for the students and remind students about riding their bikes in front of the school during drop off and pick up
Federal Charitable Status
· Had issues with the society account 
· couldn’t file for status during the summer
· new submission completed 
· attempts being made to contact CRA to have status finalized
Volunteers
· ePIC clearances through Calgary Police Services
· need for fun lunches, field trips, book fairs, assist in the classroom
· do not need for planned school events (dances, etc.), school council meetings, fundraising help, prep class materials from home, provide food for teacher appreciation events, casino volunteer the classroom
· every year fill out the volunteer form on PowerSchool and then apply on the Calgary Police website for ePIC clearance (good for 5 years)
· DDS in of need Kindergarten and Grade 1 parent volunteers as many field trips and events needing ePICs volunteers will not run
· Will need volunteers for Casino event
· April-May-June (Q2) School Casino at Deerfoot Inn Casino 
· Need volunteers for Clubs
· ideas needed for club themes along with parents willing to volunteer to run themed clubs
· towel animal folding club

ADJOURNMENT
Jennifer adjourned the meeting at 7:07
Minutes submitted by: Kat Thompson
Minutes approved by: 
Douglasdale Parent Society 
Meeting Minutes
	LOCATION: 
	DDS - Library 

	Hosted:
	In Person and Virtually

	Date: 
	18-Sept-2024

	Attendees: 
	Jennifer Drews, Monique Koleyak, Heather McKay, Monica Nartley, Morgan Caswell, Kat Thompson, Somar (Sam Grade 3), Sharon Derdall, Sarah F. (Grade 1), Heather (Grade 3), Danielle Bertrand, Heidi Giesbrecht, Kathleen (Kindergarten), Kelly Robertson, Trish (Parker’s mom, Grade 4)

	Time: 
	7:07 pm 


1. CALL TO ORDER
Jennifer (co-chair) called to order the DDS School Council meeting at 7:07 pm.

CALL TO ORDER – Parent Society Meeting
Jennifer called to order the DDS Parent Society meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING
Approval of May Minutes seconded by: Monica. The minutes were approved as read.
For parents’ information: Previous minutes are on the DDS website under Get Involved/School Council

OPEN ISSUES
Casino Account - $71,909.71
· Reserve - $1,200, Insurance $569, Art Supplies - $4,500, Field Trip Transportation $4,000, Literacy $3,500, New Curriculum $2,500, Student Support Resources $750, Music $1,000, PE Equipment $500, Technology $21,500 (Replacing iPads, chromebooks), Blue Day Activity Bins $500, Clubs $500, G5 Year End $250, Student Experience Residencies $21,065 (without grant), Classroom Furniture $10,000
· School Budget total spend: $62,230 of the $71,900
· Need to spend the majority of the Casino funds by the end of the school calendar year due to Casino fundraising rules
· Last year STEMs kits were requested, however decision made not use Casino funds and looking to receive these through Oil & Gas companies who provide them through their charities
· DDS needs to have charitable status to gain theses kits through O&G companies
· Charitable status approval is in progress

ADJOURNMENT
Jennifer adjourned the meeting at 7:16.
Minutes submitted by: Kat Thompson
Minutes approved by: 
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