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Douglasdale School Council 
Meeting Minutes
	LOCATION: 
	DDS - Library 

	Hosted:
	In Person and Virtually

	Date: 
	19-02-2025

	Attendees: 
	Monique Koleyak, Heather McKay, Monica Nartley, Jennifer Drews, Morgan Caswell, Heidi, Danielle B., Kat Thompson, DC, SD, Kelly R., P., Juliet’s mom

	Time: 
	6:02 pm 

	
	


I. CALL TO ORDER
Jennifer (co-chair) called to order the DDS School Council meeting at 6:02 pm.

II. ROLL CALL
Jennifer conducted a roll call. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING
Approval of January Minutes seconded by: Monica. The minutes were approved as read.
For parents’ information: Previous minutes are on the DDS website under Get Involved/School Council

IV. School Update
a) Staffing Update
· Mrs. Stewart on mat leave today
(1) Ms. Perigat (Ms. P) coming to DDS until the end of June
· Strike notice given by CUPE 40
(1) Mr. Tim and evening cleaner will be on strike until further notice
(2) Mr. Tim got the permanent position
(a) Facility Management
(3) Mr. Rens (??) has also joined
(4) Office staff will be taking care of the outside whenever possible
b) Trickster
· Residency comes right after spring break
(1) Hours could be in the evening, but some hours could be in the day
(2) May need to look at rescheduling Ms. Blais’ workshops
(3) Due to the strike and how long it will go on; no evening openings of the school
· Need many more parent and community volunteers still
(1) Early morning hours for hauling in equipment
(2) Most hours are during school hours
· Will include K-5 students
· DDS did not receive a grant for this residency, however Trickster Theatre provided a discount
c) School Planning
· DDS sent out a link for feedback from parents and guardians on the upcoming school planning
· Purpose is to look at what is important for students’ learning for extra funding raised through school and parent council
· More information can be found here: 
(1) DDS School Development Plan 2024-2025 pdf
(2) DDS School Planning 2024-2025 video
(3) DDS School Improvement Results Report 2023-2024 pdf
· DDS is a not-for-profit operation and they provide a transparent view of their fees and spend, showing no profit is made through fees
d) School Budget
· 2024-2025 Budget
(1) $2,542,160
(2) 75% spent on staffing and remaining portion covers instructional and operational supplies
(3) Funding no longer follows the child that needs special needs funding
(a) Budget structure changed about 5 years ago
(4) Budget line items to note:
(a) Teachers: $1,905,651
(b) Support Staff: $226,278
(c) Administration:  $319,160
(5) More information can be found here: 
(a) 2023-2045 School Fees Report to Parents on Fees
· Can we have full day kindergarten?
(1) Alberta doesn’t fund full day kindergarten
(2) Comparing full day kindergarten students to half day kindergarten student, the latter’s learning is better and student benefit greatly on shorter days
· Can we increase fees to access additional services?
(1) No, schools do not get to choose where to increase the fees for things like speech pathologists, etc.
· General Account Budget: $4,573.03 spent of $11,500
(1) 40 % spent – Sept 2024 to Aug 2025
(a) Field Trip Subsidy: $1,000
(b) Teacher Supplies: $2,700
(c) Comm Support: $1,400
(d) Literacy: $4,000
(e) Staff Appreciation: $500
(f) Science Consumables: $500
(g) Reserve: $1,100
(2) Deposit to date: $5,000 from Dance
· Fun Committee Upcoming Events
(1) March 19th Staff Appreciation Lunch
(2) May TBD – Spring Dance
(a) Thursday before a PD Day – May 15th
(i) Plan with this date, but know that it may change due to strike
(3) May TBD – Stock the staff pantry. Coffee/treats afternoon refreshment cart
(a) Flexibility due to Staff Appreciation Day and other events
(4) June TBD – Food truck night
(a) Tentatively on a Thursday
(b) Schedule after Tim Bits soccer due to volume of people
(c) Make it a t-ball night as they have port-o-potties available
(d) June 13th or 20th
e) Fundraisers – Mabel’s Labels
· Check received from fundraising: $112.45 as of Jan 21, 2025
f) Bottle Drives
· Need to pick up the funds for $128.40
· Skip the Depot
(1) Need to update DDS’ account through Skip the Depot
(2) Promote Skip the Depot to parents, guardians, and community members to raise funds for DDS
g) Ms. Blais’ Parent Worksop – Feeback Formula – Thursday March 13th
· With CUPE on strike 2 options
(1) Reschedule
(2) Go ahead but with a different location
· Need to see how many have signed up
(1) Look at DD Golf Course, Calgary Library, YMCA, McKenzie Lake Community Centre, Riverbend Community Centre, etc.
· Council will be short and only be online or on a different night
h) CBE Trustee, Board Vice Chair Nancy Close 
· Scheduled to attend April DDS Council
· May change due to strike and if meeting schedule online instead of in-person
i) Powerschool Breach
· If you received an email Google Classroom that looked suspicious, do not click anything
· Report any suspicious emails as phishing
j) Update from CPS
· Intersection deemed not high priority/safety
· Can do U-turns, but aren’t doing them safely
· Once the playground sign is moved, then the U-turn will be illegal
· Unmarked traffic observers will be brought in to track parking and driving issues and high traffic
k) DDS Community Request
· A couple of community members have expressed that parking is being done during drop off and pick up in front of their driveway or too close to their driveways and has requested that parent’s/guardians stay clear of all driveways

V. ADJOURNMENT
Jennifer adjourned the meeting at 7:16
Minutes submitted by: Kat Thompson

Douglasdale Parent Society 
Meeting Minutes
	LOCATION: 
	DDS - Library 

	Hosted:
	In Person and Virtually

	Date: 
	19-Feb-2025

	Attendees: 
	Monique Koleyak, Heather McKay, Monica Nartley, Jennifer Drews, Morgan Caswell, Heidi, Danielle B., Kat Thompson, DC, SD, Kelly R., P., Juliet’s mom

	Time: 
	7:16 pm 


I. CALL TO ORDER
Jennifer (co-chair) called to order the DDS School Council meeting at 7:16 pm.

II. CALL TO ORDER – Parent Society Meeting
Jennifer called to order the DDS Parent Society meeting.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING
Approval of January Minutes seconded by: Heidi. The minutes were approved as read.
For parents’ information: Previous minutes are on the DDS website under Get Involved/School Council

IV. OPEN Business
a) General Account - $15,096.79
b) Casino Account - $55,972.00
c) Charity Application Update
· Still pending
· Response on or prior to May
d) Casino Fundraiser booked!
· Wednesday & Thursday May 7th & 8th
· Casino advisors have been contacted by Morgan
(1) Need volunteers
(2) Volunteers do not need to be a parent or guardian, can be a community member or a friend or family of a student/family
e) Budget Update
· Reallocated funds to technology
· *Include powerpoint presentation*
(1) Blue Days $500
(2) New Curriculum $500
(3) Music $1,000
(4) Residency $6,300
(5) Literacy $1,000
f) Casino Budget
· $52,445.20 spent
(1) Furniture $10,000
(2) Transportation and Art Supplies
(3) Music $2,000
(4) Technology $17,777 (not spent, quoted only)
g) Council Reserve
· Insurance expenses
· 50/50 raised $200+

V. ADJOURNMENT
Jennifer adjourned the meeting at 7:29.
Minutes submitted by: Kat Thompson
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