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Douglasdale School Council Meeting 
Meeting Minutes
	LOCATION: 
	DDS - Library

	Hosted:
	In-Person and Virtually

	Date: 
	17-09-2025

	Attendees: 
	Heather McKay, Monique K., Monica Nartley, Kat Thompson, Danielle Bertran, Morgan, Kathleen (gr 1.), (gr 2.), Christine (Kindergarten), Jenn Drews, Kinza Khan, Melissa Au, Soni Alimchandani, Megan Powell, Andrea, Sandhy Dhruvaan, Jen Newbold, John Quinn

	Time: 
	6:00 pm 


I. CALL TO ORDER
Monica (president) called to order the DDS School Council meeting at 6:00 pm
Land acknowledgement – Acknowledging the Land – Calgary Public Library

II. ROLL CALL
Monica conducted a roll call. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING
Approval of March Minutes seconded by: Danielle. The minutes were approved as read.
For parents’ information: Previous minutes are on the DDS website under Get Involved/School Council

IV. School Update
a) School Enrollment
· Enrollment has dipped slightly to about 365 from a recent high of 395; small‑school funding remains intact.
· Grade 5 class sizes are the largest; two education assistants have been added, and a third grade‑5 teacher may be hired pending October 17 funding confirmation.
· Mrs. Nagai was promoted to strategist for Area 6, supporting student access to external services.
· New teacher Jason Bellevue starts tomorrow, bringing a reading focus.
· Staff introductions covered all grades, noting new and returning teachers and support staff.
· Mr. Anderson (music teacher) will retire after this year.
b) Fun events
· Recent events: welcome‑back assembly, Trey Fox Run (grade‑5 & kindergarten hand‑in‑hand), upcoming Lacrosse Residency (Sept 22) to honor Treaty 7 and Truth & Reconciliation.
· Planned events: staff appreciation lunches (Oct, Mar), fall/winter dance (Nov), spring dance (May), food‑truck night (June), and potential Halloween or winter dance pending calendar constraints.
· Student support includes educational assistants, music resources, and regulation tools (headphones, cube chairs, timers).
· New experiences: African drumming residency (June), Kananaskis classroom program (science drama, $450 cost), choral program discussions, and potential club offerings.
· Healthy Hunger will shift to once‑per‑month service, reducing lunches/snacks from two per month to one; expected revenue drop from $6,500 to $2,000.
(1) Discussion on equitable access for kindergarten (potential Friday offering) and communication to families.
(2) Question: why can other school have a snack shack but we can’t have multiple healthy hunger
c) Fun Committee 
· Looking for more volunteers
· A couple of volunteers joined this year
· TBD Events
(1) Staff Appreciation Lunch (end of October)
(a) End of October
(2) School Winter Dance (end of November)
(a) May not be until Jan 2026
(3) Staff Cookies/Stock the Pantry (Dec 15-19)
(4) Staff Appreciation Lunch (Mid March)
(5) School Spring Dance (May
(6) Teacher Appreciation Coffee/Treat Cart/ Stock Pantry
(7) Food Truck Night (June)
d) Fundraising
· Fundraising updates: 
(1) Kernels popcorn: fundraising TBD
(2) Mable’s Labels still open: untapped parent opportunity to label clothing, lunch kits, bottles, shoes, etc.
(3) Read-a-thon: TBD in Spring
(4) Casino: recent $88,000 raise, highest ever
(a) Casino funds support art supplies, field trips, literacy, technology, and other school needs.
· Charity status secured; bank account pending for tax‑receipt issuance.
· Exploration of additional fundraising avenues: Skip‑The‑Depot, Benevity matching program, bottle drives, and potential STEM grants.
· Bottle drive during dances: Look into having a bin position on site for bottle collection all year round
· Fundraising is for tech, books, furniture, and supplements other services not covered 
by the AB Government funding
e) Other Business
· Ms. Blais workshop on Sept 25 Feedback Formula
· Playground Surfacing
(1) Some scaling with the turf was noticed. 
(a) Park N Play has been contacted and CBE Inspector came out to check
(2) Clover has finally taken over
· Crosswalk signage
(1) Request has been made to city regarding signage to be updated/replaced
(2) Signage at the new playground extension needs new signage
· Family Engagement
(1) Feedback on council meeting attendance
(2) What would encourage families to come?
(3) Send an agenda
(a) Snacks
(4) Parent Council can be emailed for questions, concerns, and agenda items
II. ADJOURNMENT
Monica adjourned the meeting at 6:34
Minutes submitted by: Kat Thompson


Douglasdale Parent Council 
Meeting Minutes
	LOCATION: 
	DDS - Library 

	Hosted:
	In-Person and Virtually

	Date: 
	17-09-2025

	Attendees: 
	Heather McKay, Monique K., Monica Nartley, Kat Thompson, Danielle Bertran, Morgan, Kathleen (gr 1.), (gr 2.), Christine (Kindergarten), Jenn Drews, Kinza Khan, Melissa Au, Soni Alimchandani, Megan Powell, Andrea, Sandhy Dhruvaan, Jen Newbold, John Quinn

	Time: 
	6:34 pm 


V. CALL TO ORDER
Monica (co-chair) called to order the DDS School Council meeting at 6:34 pm.

VI. ROLL CALL
Monica conducted a roll call. 

VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING
Approval of March Minutes seconded by: Morgan. The minutes were approved as read.
For parents’ information: Previous minutes are on the DDS website under Get Involved/School Council

VIII. School Update
a) School Council vs. Parent Society 
· Parent Society is a legal entity and a federal charity
· School Council
(1) Purpose: To advise the principal and the board of trustees on matters related to the school, such as programs, school plans, and budget allocations. It acts as a bridge between the school and the community.
(2) Legal Basis: Mandated by the Education Act and the School Councils Regulation.
(3) Membership: Composed of parents, the principal, teachers, and community representatives.
(4) Function: Provides input on school-related issues and fosters a supportive learning environment. 
· Parent Society/Association
(1) Purpose: Primarily focused on raising funds for the school and organizing parent-led events like social and curriculum events.
(2) Legal Basis: A separate, incorporated legal entity under the Societies Act.
(3) Membership: Typically composed of parents.
(4) Function: Manages funds, organizes extracurricular activities, and holds 
separate meetings from the school council. 
b) Treasurer report
· General: $11,541.59
· Casino: $105,686.75
(1) $88,000 from Casino in 2025 
c) Charity Application Update
· Approved!
· Can write tax receipts
d) Casino
· New Casino Coordinators: Alan Preston & Kathleen Myroon
· Next casino is Q1 2027
· Final date drawn August 2026
e) Proposed School Budget
· Art $3,500
· Field Trip Transportation $4,000
· Literacy (Library & Classroom) $8,500
· Student Support Resource $500
(1) Bluetooth headsets for sensory issue
(2) Timers
(3) Regulation tools
· Music $500
(1) Lights for winter concert
(2) Memberships
· Technology $20,000
(1) Every 3 years iPads, laptops are cycled out
(2) Technology budget aims to prevent large one‑time replacement cycles.
· Clubs $200
(1) Will be updated – based on strike
· Grade 5 Year-end Celebration $250
(1) Decorations
· Student Experience Residencies $12,000
(1) Lacrosse
(2) Flag Football / Ball Hockey
(3) African Drumming (June)
(4) Optional/Ideas: Kanaskis in the Classroom
(5) Off the Wall (Orf) planned
· Classroom Furniture $10,000
(1) 7 tables, 30 chairs to replace the office equipment provided when Grade 5 
added to DDS
· Ongoing needs: playground surfacing monitoring, and maintenance of fish tank.
· Total: $59,450
· Remaining Budget for 2026-2027: ~$45,000
f) Request for approval grant writing for STEMs program and/or club
· Grant writing for STEM equipment ($5,000 each) discussed, with input needed from teachers on program ideas.
(1) Coding
(2) Robotics
g) Open Floor Q & A
· Want to Donate Books?
(1) Need to be published in the last 10 years (2015-current)
· Remaining budget funds is held in a GIC

IX. ADJOURNMENT
Monica adjourned the meeting at 6:51
Minutes submitted by: Kat Thompson
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